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ANIONIC POLYSACCHARIDES
FUNCTIONALIZED BY AT LEAST TWO
HYDROPHOBIC GROUPS CARRIED BY AN
AT LEAST TRIVALENT SPACER

The present invention relates to novel biocompatible poly-
mers based on anionic polysaccharides functionalized by at
least two hydrophobic groups carried by an at least trivalent
spacer, which polymers can be used in particular for the
administration of active principle(s) (AP(s)) to man or ani-
mals with a therapeutic and/or prophylactic purpose.

Anionic polysaccharides functionalized by at least two
vicinal hydrophobic groups are, as a result of their structure
and their biocompatibility, particularly advantageous in the
pharmaceutical field and more particularly in the field of the
stabilization of protein active principles by the formation of
complexes.

Molecular compounds, such as phospholipids and triglyc-
erides, which carry at least two vicinal hydrophobic chains,
that is to say chains joined by one and the same group, are
known, in particular from the natural constituents of cell
membranes. These compounds are very important, in particu-
lar for the stabilization of transmembrane proteins. However,
they are molecules of low molar mass and of high hydropho-
bicity which dissolve only in complex structures, such as
vesicles.

It is to the credit of the Applicant Company to have syn-
thesized polysaccharides functionalized by radicals carrying
two biocompatible vicinal hydrophobic chains. These poly-
meric compounds, the hydrophobicity of which can be
adjusted, are of major advantage in the formulation of phar-
maceutical active principles.

The present invention relates to novel anionic polysaccha-
rides functionalized by at least two vicinal hydrophobic
groups, said hydrophobic groups, which are identical or dif-
ferent, being carried by an at least trivalent radical or spacer.
In one embodiment, the carboxyls of the polysaccharide are
partially substituted by at least two hydrophobic radicals, said
hydrophobic radicals, which are identical or different, being
carried by an at least trivalent radical or spacer. In one
embodiment, the hydroxyls of the polysaccharides are par-
tially substituted by at least two hydrophobic radicals, said
hydrophobic radicals, which are identical or different, being
carried by an at least trivalent radical or spacer. These novel
anionic polysaccharides comprising hydrophobic groups
have a good biocompatibility and their hydrophobicity can be
easily adjusted without detrimentally affecting the biocom-
patibility and the stability.

It also relates to their methods of synthesis.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is chosen from
polysaccharides comprising carboxyls, said polysaccharides
being chosen either from polysaccharides which naturally
carry carboxyls or being chosen from synthetic polysaccha-
rides obtained from polysaccharides naturally comprising
carboxyls or obtained from neutral polysaccharides,
hydroxyls of which have been converted to carboxyls, and
chosen from polysaccharides, at least one of the carboxyls or
at least one of the hydroxyls of which is substituted by at least
two hydrophobic radicals, denoted -Hy, which are identical or
different:

said hydrophobic radicals (-Hy) being grafted or bonded to

the anionic polysaccharide by a connecting arm R, said
connecting arm R carrying at least three reactive func-
tional groups and being bonded to the polysaccharide by
a bond F resulting from the coupling between a reactive
functional group of the precursor of the connecting arm
R'and a carboxyl or a hydroxyl of the anionic polysac-
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2

charide and said hydrophobic radicals (-Hy) being
bonded to the connecting arm R by at least one func-
tional group G resulting from the coupling between a
reactive functional group of a hydrophobic compound
(Hy") and a reactive functional group of the precursor of
the connecting arm R',

the nonfunctionalized carboxyls of the anionic polysaccha-
ride being in the cationic carboxylate form, the cation
preferably being that of an alkali metal, such as Na* or
KT,

F being either an amide, ester or carbamate functional
group,

G being either an amide, ester or carbamate functional
group,

Hy being a radical, resulting from the coupling between a
reactive functional group of a hydrophobic compound
(Hy") and a reactive functional group of the precursor of
the connecting arm R', composed of a chain comprising
from 4 to 50 carbon atoms which is optionally branched
and/or unsaturated, which optionally comprises one or
more heteroatoms, such as O, N and/or S, and which
optionally comprises one or more saturated, unsaturated
or aromatic rings or heterocycles,

R being a trivalent radical, composed of'a chain comprising
from 1 to 15 carbon atoms which is optionally branched
and/or unsaturated, which optionally comprises one or
more heteroatoms, such as O, N and/or S, and which
optionally comprises one or more saturated, unsaturated
or aromatic rings or heterocycles, resulting from the
reaction of a precursor R' having at least three reactive
functional groups, which are identical or different, cho-
sen from the group consisting of the alcohol, acid and
amine functional groups.

The invention thus relates to anionic polysaccharides cho-
sen from polysaccharides comprising carboxyls, said
polysaccharides being chosen either from polysaccharides
which naturally carry carboxyls or being chosen from syn-
thetic polysaccharides obtained from polysaccharides natu-
rally comprising carboxyls or obtained from neutral polysac-
charides, hydroxyls of which have been converted to
carboxyls, and chosen from polysaccharides, at least one of
the hydroxyls of which is substituted by at least two hydro-
phobic radicals, denoted -Hy,,, or at least one of the carboxyls
of which is substituted by at least two hydrophobic radicals,
denoted -Hy ., which are identical or different, of formula I:

Formula I
[Polysaccharide + carboxyl |
E, Fe
| I
Ry Il{f
|
Gh Gc
| |
Hyy Hye
r r
h c
"n e

Inwhich n_and n, represent the degree of functionalization
of the saccharide units of the polysaccharide by —F —R -
[G_-Hy,],. and/or —F,—R,-[G,-Hy,],;, and n,=0 and n_=0
with 0.01=n,,+n_=<0.5,

F_ being either an amide functional group or an ester func-

tional group,

F,, being a carbamate functional group,
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the nonfunctionalized carboxyls of the anionic polysaccha-
ride being in the cation carboxylate form, the cation
preferably being that of an alkali metal, such as Na* or
KT,

G, or G, being either an amide functional group or an ester
functional group or a carbamate functional group result-
ing from the coupling between a reactive functional
group of a hydrophobic compound (Hy,' or Hy ") and a
reactive functional group of the precursor of the con-
necting arm R, or R,

Hy,, or Hy _ being radicals, which are identical or different,
resulting from the coupling between a reactive func-
tional group of a hydrophobic compound (Hy,,' or Hy )
and a reactive functional group of the precursor of the
connecting arm R, or R, Hy,, or Hy_. being composed
of a chain comprising from 4 to 50 carbons which is
optionally branched and/or unsaturated, which option-
ally comprises one or more heteroatoms, such as O, N
and/or S, and which optionally comprises one or more
saturated, unsaturated or aromatic rings or heterocycles,

R, being a trivalent radical, composed of a chain compris-
ing from 1 to 15 carbons which is optionally branched
and/or unsaturated, which optionally comprises one or
more heteroatoms, such as O, N and/or S, and which
optionally comprises one or more saturated, unsaturated
or aromatic rings or heterocycles, resulting from the
reaction of a precursor R ' having at least three reactive
functional groups, which are identical or different, cho-
sen from the group consisting of the alcohol, acid and
amine functional groups,

R, being a trivalent radical, composed of a chain compris-
ing from 1 to 15 carbons which is optionally branched
and/or unsaturated, which optionally comprises one or
more heteroatoms, such as O, N and/or S, and which
optionally comprises one or more saturated, unsaturated
or aromatic rings or heterocycles, resulting from the
reaction of a precursor R,' having at least three reactive
functional groups, one being an amine and the others
being chosen from the group consisting of the alcohol,
acid and amine functional groups,

1, being an integer representing the number of hydrophobic
groups grafted to the at least trivalent connectingarm R,
and 2=r, =<4,

r_being an integer representing the number of hydrophobic
groups grafted to the at least trivalent connecting arm R .
and 2=r_<4.

In one embodiment, n,+n,_ is from 0.02 to 0.4.

In one embodiment, n,+n,, is from 0.03 to 0.3.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide according to the

invention is chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of
formula II:

Formula IT

[Polysaccharide + carboxyl |

FC
|

R,

G,

o

n
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4

inwhichn,_represents the degree of functionalization of the
carboxyls of the polysaccharide by an —F —R _-[G_-
Hy_],.. sequence and is from 0.01 to 0.5,

F_ R, G, Hy. and r, correspond to the definitions given
above,

when the carboxyls of the polysaccharide are not function-
alized by —F —R_-[G_-Hy,],., then the carboxyl or
carboxyls of the polysaccharide are cation carboxylates,
the cation preferably being that of an alkali metal, such
as Na* or K*,

and, when a nonfunctionalized reactive functional group of
the connecting arm R_ is an acid functional group, it is
also in the salified form, in the cation carboxylate form,
the cation preferably being that of an alkali metal, such
as Na* or K*, and, when a nonfunctionalized reactive
functional group of the connecting arm R_ is an amine
functional group, it is in the form of an anion salt, the
anion preferably being that of a halide.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide according to the

invention is chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of
formula III:

Formula ITT

[Polysaccharide + carboxyl |

in which:

n,, F_and R, correspond to the definitions given above,

G, and G_,, which are identical or different, correspond to
the definition of G,

Hy ., and Hy ,, which are identical or different, correspond
to the definition of Hy,.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide according to the

invention is chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of
formula IV:

Formula IV

[Polysaccharide + carboxyl]

FC
|
Hy;3—Ge3——R.—Go2—Hya
Gcl

Hycl

n

in which:

n,, F_and R, correspond to the definitions given above,

G,,, G, and G_;, which are identical or different, corre-
spond to the definition of G,

Hy_,, Hy,_, and Hy_,, which are identical or different, cor-
respond to the definition of Hy ..

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide according to the

invention is chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of
formula V:
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Formula V
[Polysaccharide + carboxyl |

Fp

|

)

Gy

|

Hyx

in which n,, represents the degree of functionalization of
the hydroxyls of the polysaccharide by an —F,—R,-
[G,-Hy, 1,5, sequence and is from 0.01 to 0.5,
F,.R,, G,, Hy, and r, correspond to the definitions given
above,
the carboxyls of the polysaccharide are in the cation car-
boxylate form, the cation preferably being that of an
alkali metal, such as Na* or K*,
and, when a nonfunctionalized reactive functional group of
the connecting arm R,, is an acid functional group, it is
also in the salified form, in the cation carboxylate form,
the cation preferably being that of an alkali metal, such
as Na* or K*, and, when a nonfunctionalized reactive
functional group of the connecting arm R is an amine
functional group, it is in the form of an anion salt, the
anion preferably being that of a halide.
In one embodiment, the polysaccharide according to the
invention is chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of
formula VI:

Formula VI

[Polysaccharide + carboxyl |

Ep

Ry—Gp2—Hym

in which:
n,, F, and R, correspond to the definitions given above,
Gy, and G,,,, which are identical or different, correspond to
the definition of G,
Hy,,, and Hy,,,, which are identical or different, correspond
to the definition of Hy,,.
In one embodiment, the polysaccharide according to the
invention is chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of
formula VII:

Formula VII

[Polysaccharide + carboxyl]

Fp

|
Hyu3—Giz—Rp—Gpe—Hyn2
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6
in which:
n,, F, and R, correspond to the definitions given above,

Gy, Gy, and G5, which are identical or different, corre-
spond to the definition of G,,,

Hy,,;, Hy,, and Hy,;, which are identical or different,
correspond to the definition of Hy,,.

The term “groups™ or “derivatives” or “radicals”, in par-
ticular Hy, R or Q, is understood to mean the mono- or
polyvalent sequences resulting from the reactions between
the precursors or between the precursors and the polysaccha-
rides.

The precursors, such as Hy', R' and Q', are defined com-
pounds which can, for example, be hydrophobic alcohols,
hydrophobic amines, hydrophobic acids or amino acids
which will react to give mono- or polyvalent groups or deriva-
tives or radicals Hy, R and Q as defined above.

The term “anionic” is understood to mean a polysaccharide
which comprises nonfunctionalized and salifiable carboxyls.

The term “degree of functionalization” is understood to
mean the number of —F_—R _-[G_-Hy_],. and/or —F,—R, -
[G,,-Hy,],,, groups per saccharide unit or, in other words, the
total number of —F —R_-[G_-Hy_],. and/or —F,—R,-[G,,-
Hy, 1., groups with respect to the total number of saccharide
units. This notion can also be expressed as molar fraction of
the hydroxyls or carboxyls of the polysaccharide which are
functionalized by —F_—R_-[G_-Hy,_],. and/or —F,—R,-
(Gr-Hy il

The term “degree of conversion™ is understood to mean the
number of hydroxyls converted to carboxyls per saccharide
unit or, in other words, the total number of hydroxyls con-
verted to carboxyls with respect to the total number of sac-
charide units. This notion can also be expressed as molar
fraction. For example, polysaccharides for which the degree
of conversion of hydroxyls to carboxyls per saccharide unit is
equal to or greater than 0.15 are polysaccharides for which at
least 15 carboxyls per 100 saccharide units have been grafted.

The term “degree of polymerization m” is understood to
mean the mean number of repeated units (monomers) per
polymer chain. It is calculated by dividing the number-aver-
age molar mass by the average weight of the repeat unit.

The term “number-average molar mass (M,,)” is under-
stood to mean the arithmetic mean of the weights of each of
the polymer chains. Thus, for anumber n, of chains i of molar
mass M,, M, =(Z,n,M,)/(Z;n,).

The weight-average molar mass (M,,) is obtained by M, =
(Zn,M2)/(Z,n,M,), n, being the number of polymer chains i of
molar mass M,.

The polymers can also be characterized by the distribution
of chain lengths, also known as polydispersity index (PI),
which is equal to M,, divided by M,,.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides comprising car-
boxyls are polysaccharides which naturally carry carboxyls
and are chosen from the group consisting of alginate, hyalu-
ronan and galacturonan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides comprising car-
boxyls are synthetic polysaccharides obtained from polysac-
charides naturally comprising carboxyls or from neutral
polysaccharides, for which the degree of conversion of the
hydroxyls to carboxyls per saccharide unit is equal to or
greater than 0.15, of general formula VIII:
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Formula VIII

Polysaccharide

L
I
Q

i

in which the natural polysaccharides are chosen from the
group of the polysaccharides predominantly composed
of'monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,6) and/or
(1,4) and/or (1,3) and/or (1,2) type,

L is a bond resulting from the coupling between a precursor
of the connecting arm Q and an —OH functional group
of'the polysaccharide and is either an ester, carbamate or
ether functional group,

i represents the degree of conversion of the hydroxyls to
L-Q sequences per saccharide unit of the polysaccha-
ride,

Q is chosen from the radicals of general formula IX:

Formula IX
R;
I
—eCHm—eclab—eCHﬁc—COOH
Ry
in which:

l=a+b+c=6, O<a<3, O<b<3, and O=c=3,

R, and R,, which are identical or different, are chosen from
the group consisting of —H, linear or branched C, to C; alkyl,
—COOH and the radical of general

Formula X
R'3
—(—T-)d—COOH
R,
in which:
1=d<3 and

R'; and R',, which are identical or different, are chosen
from the group consisting of —H and a linear or branched C,
to C; alkyl group.

In one embodiment, a+b+c=<5.

In one embodiment, a+b+c=4.

In one embodiment, i is from 0.1 to 3.

In one embodiment, i is from 0.2 to 2.5.

In one embodiment, i is from 0.5 to 1.7.

In one embodiment, i is from 0.8 to 1.2.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,6)
type.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,6)
type is dextran.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,4)
type.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,4)
type is chosen from the group consisting of pullulan, alginate,
hyaluronan, xylan, galacturonan and a water-soluble cellu-
lose.
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In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is a pullulan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is an alginate.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is a hyaluronan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is a xylan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is a galacturonan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is a water-soluble
cellulose.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,3)
type.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,3)
type is a curdlan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,2)
type.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,2)
type is an inulin.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,4)
and (1,3) type.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,4)
and (1,3) type is a glucan.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide is predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,4)
and (1,3) and (1,2) type.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharide predominantly
composed of monomers bonded via glycoside bonds of (1,4)
and (1,3) and (1,2) type is mannan.

In one embodiment, the L.-Q sequence of the polysaccha-
ride according to the invention is chosen from the group
consisting of the following sequences, [ having the meaning
given above:

OH OH

OH OH

In one embodiment, the L.-Q sequence of the polysaccha-
ride according to the invention is chosen from the group
consisting of the following sequences, [ having the meaning
given above:

OH
(6] OH

In one embodiment, the L.-Q sequence of the polysaccha-
ride according to the invention is chosen from the group
consisting of the following sequences, [ having the meaning
given above:
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HO OH OH

HO OH

In one embodiment, the L-Q sequence of the polysaccha-
ride according to the invention is the following sequence, L
having the meaning above:

OH

In one embodiment, the L-Q sequence of the polysaccha-
ride according to the invention is the following sequence, L
having the meaning above:

(6] OH

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides are chosen from
the polysaccharides of formulae II, III and IV in which the
-Hy, radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic alco-
hol resulting from the coupling between the hydroxyl func-
tional group of the hydrophobic alcohol and at least one
reactive functional group carried by the precursor R ' of the at
least trivalent radical R, and

G, is either an ester functional group or a carbamate func-

tional group,

R, and F_ having the definitions given above.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides are chosen from
the polysaccharides of formulae V, VI and VII in which the
-Hy,, radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic alco-
hol resulting from the coupling between the hydroxyl func-
tional group of the hydrophobic alcohol and at least one
reactive functional group carried by the precursor R,' of the at
least trivalent radical R, and

G, is either an ester functional group or a carbamate func-

tional group,

R, and F,, having the definitions given above.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from fatty alcohols.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from alcohols composed of a saturated or unsaturated and
branched or unbranched alkyl chain comprising from 4 to 18
carbons.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from alcohols composed of a saturated or unsaturated and
branched or unbranched alkyl chain comprising more than 18
carbons.
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In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is octanol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is dodecanol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is 2-ethylbu-
tanol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from myristyl alcohol, cetyl alcohol, stearyl alcohol, cetearyl
alcohol, butyl alcohol, oleyl alcohol or lanolin alcohol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from cholesterol derivatives.

In one embodiment, the cholesterol derivative is choles-
terol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from menthol derivatives.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is menthol in
its racemic form.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is the D iso-
mer of menthol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is the L iso-
mer of menthol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from tocopherols.

In one embodiment, the tocopherol is a-tocopherol.

In one embodiment, the a-tocopherol is the racemate of
a-tocopherol.

In one embodiment, the tocopherol is the D isomer of
a-tocopherol.

In one embodiment, the tocopherol is the L isomer of
a-tocopherol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from the alcohols carrying an aryl group.

In one embodiment, the alcohol carrying an aryl group is
chosen from benzyl alcohol or phenethyl alcohol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen
from unsaturated fatty alcohols.

In one embodiment, the unsaturated fatty alcohols are cho-
sen from the group consisting of geraniol, p-citronellol and
farnesol.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic alcohol is 3,7-dim-
ethyl-1-octanol.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides are chosen from
the polysaccharides of formulae II, III and IV in which the
-Hy . radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid
resulting from the coupling between the carboxyl functional
group of the hydrophobic acid and at least one reactive func-
tional group carried by the precursor R, of the at least triva-
lent radical R, and

G, is either an ester functional group or an amide functional

group,

R_ and F_ having the definitions given above.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides are chosen from
the polysaccharides of formulae V, VI and VII in which the
-Hy,, radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid
resulting from the coupling between the carboxyl functional
group of the hydrophobic acid and at least one reactive func-
tional group carried by the precursor R;,' of the at least triva-
lent radical R,,, and

G, is either an ester functional group or an amide func-

tional group,

R, and F,, having the definitions given above.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic acid is chosen from
fatty acids.

In one embodiment, the fatty acids are chosen from the
group consisting of the acids composed of a saturated or
unsaturated and branched or unbranched alkyl chain compris-
ing from 6 to 50 carbons.

In one embodiment, the fatty acids are chosen from the
group consisting of linear fatty acids.
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In one embodiment, the linear fatty acids are chosen from
the group consisting of caproic acid, enanthic acid, caprylic
acid, capric acid, nonanoic acid, decanoic acid, undecanoic
acid, dodecanoic acid, palmitic acid, stearic acid, arachidic
acid, behenic acid, tricosanoic acid, lignoceric acid, hepta-
cosanoic acid, octacosanoic acid and melissic acid.

In one embodiment, the fatty acids are chosen from the
group consisting of unsaturated fatty acids.

In one embodiment, the unsaturated fatty acids are chosen
from the group consisting of myristoleic acid, palmitoleic
acid, oleic acid, elaidic acid, linoleic acid, a.-linoleic acid,
arachidonic acid, eicosapentaenoic acid, erucic acid and
docosahexaenoic acid.

In one embodiment, the fatty acids are chosen from the
group consisting of bile acids and their derivatives.

In one embodiment, the bile acids and their derivatives are
chosen from the group consisting of cholic acid, dehydro-
cholic acid, deoxycholic acid and chenodeoxycholic acid.

In one embodiment, the fatty acids are chosen from the
acids carrying an aryl group.

In one embodiment, the fatty acid carrying an aryl group is
phenylacetic acid.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides are chosen from
the polysaccharides of formulae II, III and IV in which the
-Hy,. radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
amine resulting from the coupling between the amine func-
tional group of the hydrophobic amine and at least one reac-
tive functional group carried by the precursor of the at least
trivalent radical R , and

G, is either an amide functional group or a carbamate
functional group,

R, and F_ having the definitions given above.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides are chosen from
the polysaccharides of formulae V, VI and VII in which the
-Hy, radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
amine resulting from the coupling between the amine func-
tional group of the hydrophobic amine and at least one reac-
tive functional group carried by the precursor R,' of the at
least trivalent radical R, and

G, is either an amide functional group or a carbamate
functional group,

R, and F, having the definitions given above.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic amine is chosen from
fatty amines.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic amine is chosen from
the amines composed of a saturated or unsaturated and linear
or branched alkyl chain comprising from 6 to 18 carbons.

In one embodiment, the fatty amine is dodecylamine.

In one embodiment, the fatty amine is chosen from myri-
stylamine, cetylamine, stearylamine, cetearylamine, buty-
lamine or oleylamine.

In one embodiment, the hydrophobic amine is chosen from
the amines carrying an aryl group.

In one embodiment, the amine carrying an aryl group is
chosen from benzylamine or phenethylamine.

The precursors described below are categorized according
to the nature of their reactive functional groups; the latter are
at least three in number but some of the precursors described
below can comprise four or more reactive functional groups.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are chosen from amino acids carrying two acid functional
groups.

The amino acids carrying two acid functional groups are
chosen from the group consisting of aspartic acid, glutamic
acid, methylaspartic acid, y-carboxyglutamic acid, 2-ami-
nopimelic acid, 2-aminoadipic acid and O-succinylho-
moserine.
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In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are aspartic acids.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are chosen from amino acids carrying two amine func-
tional groups.

The amino acids carrying two amine functional groups are
chosen from the group consisting of lysine, 5-hydroxylysine,
2,4-diaminobutyric acid, 2,3-diaminopropionic acid, orni-
thine and p-aminophenylalanine.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are lysines.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are chosen from amino acids carrying an alcohol func-
tional group.

The amino acids carrying an alcohol functional group are
chosen from the group consisting of serine, threonine,
tyrosine, homoserine and a-methylserine.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are serines.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are chosen from alcohol amines.

The alcohol amines are chosen from the group consisting
of tromethamine (Tris), 3-amino-1,2-propanediol, triethano-
lamine, hydroxymethyltyrosine, tyrosinol, serinol (2-amino-
1,3-propanediol) and threoninol.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are either tromethamines or 3-amino-1,2-propanediols.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursor R ' is
chosen from diacid alcohols.

In one embodiment, the diacid alcohols are chosen from
the group consisting of 3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaric acid,
malic acid and N-(2-hydroxyethyl)iminodiacetic acid.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursor R ' is
chosen from dialcohol acids.

In one embodiment, the dialcohol acids are chosen from
the group consisting of bicine, 2,2-bis(hydroxymethyl)propi-
onic acid, 2,4-dihydroxycinnamic acid, 3,4-dihydroxyhydro-
cinnamic acid and 4,4-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)valeric acid.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursors R ' and
R, are chosen from triamines.

In one embodiment, the triamines are chosen from the
group consisting of 2-(aminomethyl)-2-methyl-1,3-pro-
panediamine and tris(2-aminoethyl)amine.

In one embodiment, the triamines are obtained by reaction
between a diacid amine and two diamines in order to result in
the formation of a triamine comprising two amide functional
groups.

The diacid amines are chosen from the group consisting of
aspartic acid, glutamic acid, methylaspartic acid, y-carboxy-
glutamic acid, 2-aminopimelic acid, 2-aminoadipic acid and
O-succinylhomoserine.

In one embodiment, the diacid amine is aspartic acid.

In one embodiment, the diamines are chosen from the
group consisting of ethylenediamine and decarboxylated
lysine and its derivatives.

In one embodiment, the diamines are chosen from the
group consisting of diethylene glycol diamine and triethylene
glycol diamine.

In one embodiment, the triamine is di(2-aminoethyl)aspar-
tamide.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursor R ' is
chosen from triacid alcohols.

In one embodiment, the triacid alcohols are chosen from
the group consisting of citric acid.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursor R ' is
chosen from trialcohols.
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In one embodiment, the trialcohols are chosen from the
group consisting of 2-hydroxymethyl-1,3-propanediol, phlo-
roglucinol and 1,1,1-tris(thydroxymethyl)-propane.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursor R_' is
chosen from trialcohol acids.

In one embodiment, the trialcohol acids are chosen from
the group consisting of aleuritic acid.

In one embodiment, the at least trivalent precursor R is
chosen from polyols.

In one embodiment, the polyols are chosen from the group
consisting of glycerol, diglycerol, triglycerol, pentaerythritol
and a,a'-diglycerol.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides according to the
invention carry two -Hy,, and -Hy_, or -Hy,,;, and -Hy,,
groups which are identical or different but which have the
same reactive functional group and the G, and G, or G,,; and
G,,, bonds are identical.

The following combinations are produced by way of
examples.

Inone embodiment, F_is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are ester functional groups, R_' is a diacid alcohol and
Hy,., and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol.

Inoneembodiment, F . is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are ester functional groups, R_' is a trialcohol and Hy ,
and Hy ., are groups originating from a hydrophobic acid.

Inoneembodiment, F . is an ester functional group, G, and
G,_, are amide functional groups, is an alcohol diamine and
Hy,., and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
acid.

Inone embodiment, F_is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are carbamate functional groups, is an alcohol diamine
and Hy_, and Hy ., are groups originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol.

Inoneembodiment, F . is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are amide functional groups, R ' is an alcohol diacid and
Hy_, and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

Inoneembodiment, F . is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are carbamate functional groups, R_' is a trialcohol and
Hy,., and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are ester functional groups, R is a diacid amine and
Hy_, and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are ester functional groups, R is a dialcohol amine
and Hy_, and Hy ., are groups originating from a hydrophobic
acid.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are amide functional groups, is a triamine and Hy ,
and Hy ., are groups originating from a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are amide functional groups, R ' is a diacid amine and
Hy,., and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are carbamate functional groups, is a dialcohol amine
and Hy_, and Hy ., are groups originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G_, are carbamate functional groups, is a triamine and
Hy,., and Hy_, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol.
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In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
G,,; and G,,,, are ester functional groups, R, is a diacid amine
and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, and G,,, are ester functional groups, R, is a dialcohol
amine and Hy,, and Hy,, are groups originating from a
hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, and G,,, are amide functional groups, R, is a triamine and
Hy,, and Hy,,, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
acid.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
G,,; and G, are carbamate functional groups, R, 'is atriamine
and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, and Gy, are amide functional groups, R;,' is adiacid amine
and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are groups originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
G,,; and G, , are carbamate functional groups, R, ' is a dialco-
hol amine and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are groups originating from a
hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides according to the
invention carry two different Hy_., and Hy_, or Hy,,; and Hy,,,
groups butthe G, and G, or G,,; and G,,, bonds are identical.

The following combinations are produced by way of
examples.

Inone embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are ester functional groups, is a dialcohol acid and Hy , is
a radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol and Hy, is
a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid.

Inone embodiment, F _is an ester functional group, G, and
G, are amide functional groups, R_' is an acid alcohol amine
and Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid and
Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are ester functional groups, R is an acid alcohol
amine and Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol and Hy _, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
acid.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G,
and G, are amide functional groups, R ' is a diamine acid and
Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid and
Hy_, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
G,,; and G, are ester functional groups, R;,' is an acid alcohol
amine and Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol and Hy,,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
acid.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
G,, and G,, are amide functional groups, R,' is a diacide
amine and Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
acid and Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, and G,,, are carbamate functional groups, R;,' is a diamine
alcohol and Hy,,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
alcohol and Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
amine.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides according to the
invention carry two Hy,_, and Hy_, or Hy,, and Hy,,, groups
which are identical or different but which have the same
reactive functional group and the G, and G_, or G;,; and G,
bonds are different.
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The following combinations are produced by way of
examples.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is a dialcohol amine, G, is an
amide functional group and Hy_, and Hy_, are groups origi-
nating from a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R ' is an alcohol acid amine, G, is
a carbamate functional group and Hy,_, and Hy_, are groups
originating from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F _is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is a diamine alcohol, G, is an
amide functional group and Hy,, and Hy ., are groups origi-
nating from a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F_is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R.' is a diamine acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy,_, and Hy,_, are groups
originating from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an amide functional group, R is a dialcohol acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy,, and Hy,, are groups
originating from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an ester functional group, R, is a diamine alcohol, G,,,
is an amide functional group and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are groups
originating from a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an ester functional group, R,,' is a diamine acid, G, is
a carbamate functional group and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are groups
originating from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
G,,; isan amide functional group, R, 'is an alcohol acid amine,
G,,, 1s a carbamate functional group and Hy,,, and Hy,,, are
groups originating from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, the polysaccharides according to the
invention carry two different Hy_., and Hy,_, or Hy,,; and Hy,,,
groups and the G, and G, or G,,; and G, bonds are different.

The following combinations are produced by way of
examples.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is a dialcohol amine and Hy , is
a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a car-
bamate functional group and Hy,_, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R_' is an acid alcohol amine and
Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G,
is an amide functional group and Hy _, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
anamide functional group, R ' is an alcohol diamine and Hy
is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy_, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is an alcohol diacid and Hy ., is
a radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G_, is an
amide functional group and Hy_, is a radical originating from
a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is a dialcohol acid and Hy ., is a
radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is an amide
functional group and Hy,, is a radical originating from a
hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an amide functional group, R is a dialcohol amine and Hy
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is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy_, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R_' is a trialcohol and Hy_, is a
radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a carbam-
ate functional group and Hy, is a radical originating from a
hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an ester functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is an acid dialcohol and Hy ., is
a radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy ., is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is a diamine acid and Hy,, is a
radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G_, is an
amide functional group and Hy , is a radical originating from
a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R ' is an alcohol diamine and Hy _,
is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy ., is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G, is
an amide functional group, R.' is a triamine and Hy_, is a
radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a carbam-
ate functional group and Hy, is a radical originating from a
hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R is a diacid amine and Hy,, is a
radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G_, is an
amide functional group and Hy_, is a radical originating from
a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R_' is an alcohol acid amine and
Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is
an amide functional group and Hy_, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G, is
anamide functional group, R is an alcohol diamine and Hy
is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy ., is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R ' is a dialcohol amine and Hy , is
a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a car-
bamate functional group and Hy_, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F_ is an amide functional group, G, is
an ester functional group, R_' is an acid alcohol amine and
Hy,, is aradical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G,
is a carbamate functional group and Hy_, is a radical origi-
nating from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, is an ester functional group, R, is a diamine acid and
Hy,,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G,,,
is an amide functional group and Hy,,, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic acid.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an ester functional group, R,' is an alcohol diamine and
Hy,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G,, is
acarbamate functional group and Hy,,, is aradical originating
from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F,, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an amide functional group, R;,' is a triamine and Hy,,,
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is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G, is a
carbamate functional group and Hy,,, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic alcohol.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, is an ester functional group, R, is a diacid amine and
Hy,,, is aradical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol, G,,,
is an amide functional group and Hy, , is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an ester functional group, R;,' is an alcohol acid amine
and Hy,,, is aradical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G,,,
is an amide functional group and Hy,,, is a radical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an amide functional group, R,,' is an alcohol diamine
and Hy,,, is aradical originating from a hydrophobicacid, G, ,
is a carbamate functional group and Hy,,, is a radical origi-
nating from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an ester functional group, R, is a dialcohol amine and
Hy,,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid, G,, is
a carbamate functional group and Hy,,, is aradical originating
from a hydrophobic amine.

In one embodiment, F, is a carbamate functional group,
Gy, 1s an ester functional group, R;,' is an acid alcohol amine
and Hy,,, is a radical originating from a hydrophobic alcohol,
G,,, is a carbamate functional group and Hy,,, is a radical
originating from a hydrophobic amine.

The polysaccharide can have a degree of polymerization m
of between 5 and 10 000.

In one embodiment, it has a degree of polymerization m of
between 10 and 1000.

In another embodiment, it has a degree of polymerization
m of between 10 and 500.

The invention also relates to the synthesis of the polysac-
charides according to the invention.

The invention also relates to the synthesis of the polysac-
charides comprising carboxyls, at least one of which is func-
tionalized by at least two hydrophobic groups, denoted Hy .,
and Hy , and/or Hy,,, and Hy,,,, which are identical or differ-
ent.

When the polysaccharides are chosen from the polysaccha-
rides of general formulae I, IIT and 1V, said synthesis com-
prises a stage of producing an amine intermediate [Hy,-
G_l,.-R.—NH, or an ammonium salt [Hy .-G ], .-R —NH;™,
the counterion of which is an anion chosen from halides,
sulfates, sulfonates or carboxylates, and a stage of grafting
this amine intermediate to a carboxyl functional group of a
polysaccharide, R, G_, Hy_ and r_ corresponding to the defi-
nitions given above.

In one embodiment, a stage of conversion of the hydroxyls
of the polysaccharide to at least 15 carboxyl functional
groups per 100 saccharide units is carried out by grafting
compounds of formula Q-L'to at least 15 hydroxyl functional
groups per 100 saccharide units of the polysaccharide, Q-L'
being a precursor of the Q-L sequence, Q and L. correspond-
ing to the definitions given above.

In a preferred embodiment, the amine intermediate of for-
mula [Hy-G,l,-R—NH, or [Hy-G.],-R—NH;* is
obtained by reaction of a compound of formula [G"], .-R.—
NH,, G' being a carboxylic acid, amine or alcohol functional
group, with the reactive functional group of the hydrophobic
compound, R, G_, Hy_andr_ corresponding to the definitions
given above.

Other methods of synthesis, such as those employing car-
bodiimides, well known to a person skilled in the art can also
be used.
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If necessary, in this stage of producing the amine interme-
diate, use is made of the protection and deprotection tech-
niques well known to a person skilled in the art.

Preferably, the stage of grafting the amine intermediate to
a carboxyl of the polysaccharide is carried out in an organic
medium.

When the polysaccharides are chosen from the polysaccha-
rides of general formulae V, VI or VII, said synthesis com-
prises a stage of producing an amine intermediate [Hy,,-
G,l,,-R,—NH, or an ammonium salt [Hy,-G,l,,-R,—
NH,™", the counterion of which is an anion chosen from
halides, sulfates, sulfonates or carboxylates, and a stage of
grafting this amine intermediate to a hydroxyl of a polysac-
charide, R,, G;,, Hy,, and r, corresponding to the definitions
given above.

In one embodiment, a stage of conversion of the hydroxyls
of'the polysaccharide to at least 15 carboxyls per 100 saccha-
ride units is carried out by grafting compounds of formula
Q-L' to at least 15 hydroxyls per 100 saccharide units of the
polysaccharide, Q-L' being a precursor of the Q-L sequence,
Q and L corresponding to the definitions given above.

In a preferred embodiment, the amine intermediate of for-
mula [Hy;-G,l,,-R,—NH, or [Hy,-G,],-R,—NH;" is
obtained by reaction of a compound of formula [G,'],,-R;,—
NH,, G;,' being a carboxylic acid, amine or alcohol functional
group, with the reactive functional group of the hydrophobic
compound, R,, G, Hy,, and r,, corresponding to the defini-
tions given above.

Other methods of synthesis, such as those employing car-
bodiimides, well known to a person skilled in the art can also
be used.

If necessary, in this stage of producing the amine interme-
diate, use is made of the protection and deprotection tech-
niques well known to a person skilled in the art.

Preferably, the stage of grafting the amine intermediate to
a carboxyl of the polysaccharide is carried out in an organic
medium.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to a polysaccha-
ride chosen from the group consisting of the following
polysaccharides:

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by dihexyl

aspartate

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by dibenzyl

aspartate

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by dilauryl

aspartate (dextran 10 kDa)

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by 3-amino-1,

2-propanediol dilaurate ester

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by dioctyl

aspartate

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by dilauryl

aspartate (dextran 5 kDa)

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by 2-[(2-

dodecanoylamino-6-(dodecanoylamino)hexanoyl)
amino|ethanamine

sodium dextransuccinate modified by dioctyl aspartate

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by 2,2',2"-

(amino-bis[methyl phenylacetate])ethyl phenylacetate
sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by benzyl
2-amino-3-(octanoyloxy )propanoate

N-(sodium methylcarboxylate) dextran carbamate modi-

fied by dioctyl aspartate

dextran modified by N-(sodium methylcarboxylate) car-

bamate and dihexyl aspartate carbamate

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by glutamic

acid dilauryl amide

sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by diethyl-2-

dodecanamide) aspartamide
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EXAMPLE 1

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
dihexyl aspartate

Polymer 1

16 g (i.e. 296 mmol ofhydroxyls) of dextran with a weight-
average molar mass of approximately 40 kg/mol (Pharma-
cosmos) are dissolved in water at 42 g/1. 30 ml of 10N NaOH
(296 mmol of NaOH) are added to this solution. The mixture
is brought to 35° C. and then 46 g (396 mmol) of sodium
chloroacetate are added. The temperature of the reaction
medium is brought to 60° C. at 0.5° C./min and is then
maintained at 60° C. for 100 minutes. The reaction medium is
diluted with 200 ml of water, neutralized with acetic acid and
purified by ultrafiltration through a 5 kD PES membrane
against 6 volumes of water. The final solution is quantitatively
determined by dry extract, in order to determine the concen-
tration of polymer, and then quantitatively determined by
acid/base titration in 50/50 (v/v) water/acetone, in order to
determine the degree of conversion to methylcarboxylates.

According to the dry extract: [polymer|=31.5 mg/g

According to the acid/base titration: the degree of conver-
sion of the hydroxyls to methylcarboxylates is 1.07 per sac-
charide unit.

The sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate solution is passed
over a Purolite resin (anionic) in order to obtain the dextran-
methylcarboxylic acid, which is subsequently lyophilized for
18 hours.

Dihexyl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

10 g of dextranmethylcarboxylic acid (47.76 mmol of
methylcarboxylic acid) are dissolved in DMF at 60 g/l and
then cooled to 0° C. 2.0 g of dihexyl aspartate, para-toluene-
sulfonic acid salt (4.46 mmol) suspended in DMF at 100 g/1.
0.45 g of triethylamine (4.46 mmol) is subsequently added to
this suspension. Once the polymer solution is at 0° C., a
solution of NMM (1.35 g, 13.39 mmol) in DMF (530 g/1) and
1.45 g (13.39 mmol) of EtOCOCI are subsequently added.
After reacting for 10 minutes, the dihexyl aspartate solution is
added. The medium is subsequently maintained at 10° C. for
45 minutes. The medium is subsequently heated to 30° C. An
imidazole solution (3.04 g in 9 ml of water) and 52 ml of water
are added to the reaction medium. The polymer solution is
ultrafiltered through a 10 kD PES membrane against 15 vol-
umes of 0.9% NaCl solution and 5 volumes of water. The
concentration of the polymer solution is determined by dry
extract. A fraction of solution is lyophilized and analyzed by
'HNMR in D,0 in order to determine the level of carboxyls
converted to dihexyl aspartate amide.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 1]=31.1 mg/g

According to the "HNMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by the dihexyl aspartate per saccharide unit is
0.075.

EXAMPLE 2

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
dibenzyl aspartate

Polymer 2

Dibenzyl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).
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A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by dibenzyl
aspartate is obtained by a process similar to that described in
example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 2]=35 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of'the acids by dibenzyl aspartate is 0.085.

EXAMPLE 3

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
dilauryl aspartate (Dextran 10 kDa)

Polymer 3

Dilauryl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 10
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by dilauryl aspartate is
obtained by a process similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 3]=17.8 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by dilauryl aspartate is 0.05.

EXAMPLE 4

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
3-amino-1,2-propanediol dilaurate ester

Polymer 4

3-Amino-1,2-propanediol dilaurate ester, para-toluene-
sulfonic acid salt, is obtained according to the process
described in the patent (Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,
818).

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate modified by
3-amino-1,2-propanediol dilaurate ester is obtained by a pro-
cess similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 4]=18.5 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by 3-amino-1,2-propanediol dilaurate ester per
saccharide unit is 0.045.

EXAMPLE 5

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
dioctyl aspartate

Polymer 5

Dioctyl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 10
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by dioctyl aspartate is
obtained by a process similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 5]=22.2 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of'the acids by dioctyl aspartate is 0.05.

EXAMPLE 6

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
dilauryl aspartate (Dextran 5 kDa)

Polymer 6

Dilauryl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).
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A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 5
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by dilauryl aspartate is
obtained by a process similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 6]=8.9 mg/g

According to the "HNMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by dilauryl aspartate is 0.05.

EXAMPLE 7

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
2-[(2-dodecanoylamino-6-(dodecanoylamino)hex-
anoyl)amino|ethanamine

Polymer 7

N,N'-Bis(dodecanoyl)lysine is obtained from the ethyl
ester of L-lysine, hydrochloric acid salt, (Bachem) and dode-
canoic acid (Sigma) according to the process described in the
publication (Pal, A et al., Tetrahedron, 2007, 63, 7334-7348).

2-[(2-Dodecanoylamino-6-(dodecanoylamino)hexanoyl)
amino Jethanamine, hydrochloric acid salt, is obtained from
N,N'-bis(dodecanoyl)lysine and ethylenediamine (Roth)
according to the processes described in the publications
(Paul, R etal., J. Org. Chem., 1962, 27, 2094-2099, and Dale,
D. J. et al., Org. Process. Res. Dev., 2002, 6, 767-772).

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 10
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by 2-[(2-dodecanoy-
lamino-6-(dodecanoylamino )hexanoyl)amino|ethanamine is
obtained by a process similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 7]=16.9 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by 2-[(2-dodecanoylamino-6-(dodecanoy-
lamino)hexanoyl)amino]ethanamine is 0.02.

EXAMPLE 8

Sodium dextransuccinate Modified by dioctyl
aspartate

Polymer 8

Dioctyl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

Sodium dextransuccinate is obtained from dextran 10
(Pharmacosmos) according to the method described in the
paper by Sanchez-Chaves et al. (Sanchez-Chaves, Manuel et
al., Polymer, 1998, 39 (13), 2751-2757). The level of car-
boxyls per glycoside unit is 1.41, according to the 'HNMR in
D,0O/NaQOD.

A sodium dextransuccinate modified by dioctyl aspartate is
obtained by a process similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 8]=19.3 mg/g

According to the "HNMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by dioctyl aspartate per saccharide unit is 0.05.

EXAMPLE 9

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
2,2' 2"-(amino-bis[methyl phenylacetate])ethyl
phenylacetate

Polymer 9
2,2' 2"-(Amino-bis[methyl phenylacetate])ethyl pheny-
lacetate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is obtained from
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2-amino-2-(hydroxymethyl)-1,3-propanediol (Tris) (Ald-
rich) and phenylacetic acid (Aldrich) according to the process
described in the patent (Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,
818).

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 10
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by 2,2',2"-(amino-bis
[methyl phenylacetate])ethyl phenylacetate is obtained by a
process similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 9]=15.4 mg/g

According to the 'H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by 2,2'.2"-(amino-bis[methyl phenylacetate])
ethyl phenylacetate is 0.04.

EXAMPLE 10

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
benzyl 2-amino-3-(octanoyloxy )propanoate

Polymer 10

Benzyl 2-amino-3-(octanoyloxy)propanoate, para-tolu-
enesulfonic acid salt, is obtained from L-serine benzyl ester,
hydrochloric acid salt, and octanoic acid according to the
process described in the patent (Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No.
4,826,818).

Using a dextran with a weight-average molecular weight of
approximately 10 kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by ben-
zyl 2-amino-3-(octanoyloxy)propanoate is obtained by a pro-
cess similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 10]=21.2 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by benzyl 2-amino-3-(octanoyloxy)propanoate
per saccharide unit is 0.045.

EXAMPLE 11

N-(Sodium methylcarboxylate)dextran carbamate
Modified by dioctyl aspartate

Polymer 11

Dioctyl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

11.5g(i.e.,0.21 mol ofhydroxyl) of dextran with a weight-
average molar mass of approximately 10 kg/mol (Bachem)
are dissolved in a DMF/DMSO mixture. The mixture is
brought to 130° C. with stirring and 13.75 g (0.11 mol) of
ethyl isocyanatoacetate are gradually introduced. After react-
ing for 1 h, the medium is diluted in water and purified by
diafiltration through a 5 kD PES membrane against 0.1N
NaOH, 0.9% NaCl and water. The final solution is quantita-
tively determined by dry extract, in order to determine the
concentration of polymer, and then quantitatively determined
by acid/base titration in 50/50 (v/v) water/acetone, in order to
determine the degree of conversion of the hydroxyls to N-me-
thylcarboxylate carbamates.

According to the dry extract: [polymer]=38.9 mg/g

According to the acid/base titration: the degree of conver-
sion of the hydroxyls to N-methylcarboxylate carbamate
functional groups is 1.08 per saccharide unit.

The solution of N-(sodium methylcarboxylate) dextran
carbamate is passed over a Purolite resin (anionic) in order to
obtain the N-(methylcarboxylic acid) dextran carbamate,
which is subsequently lyophilized for 18 hours.

5 g of N-(methylcarboxylic acid) dextran carbamate (20
mmol of N-(methylcarboxylic acid)) are dissolved in DMF at
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50 g/1 and then cooled to 0° C. 0.95 g of dioctyl aspartate,
para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, (0.18 mmol) is suspended in
DMF at 100 g/l. 0.02 g of triethylamine (0.18 mmol) is
subsequently added to this suspension. 2.22 g (22 mmol) of
NMM and 2.38 g (22 mmol) of EtOCOCI are subsequently
added. After reacting for 10 minutes, the dioctyl aspartate
suspension is added. The medium is subsequently maintained
at 10° C. for 45 minutes. The medium is subsequently heated
to 50° C. A 600 g/l aqueous imidazole solution and 25 ml of
water are added at 30° C. After stirring at 50° C. for 1 h 30, the
solution obtained is ultrafiltered through a 10 kD PES mem-
brane against 0.1N NaOH, 0.9% NaCl and water. The con-
centration of the polymer solution is determined by dry
extract. A fraction of solution is lyophilized and analyzed by
'HNMR in D,O in order to determine the level of carboxyls
converted to dioctyl aspartate amide.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 11]=21.2 mg/g

According to the "HNMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by dioctyl aspartate per saccharide unit is 0.09.

EXAMPLE 12

Dextran Modified by N-(sodium
methylcarboxylate)carbamate and dihexyl aspartate
carbamate

Polymer 12

Dihexyl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

Dihexyl 2-isocyanatobutanedioate is obtained from
dihexyl aspartate according to the process described in the
publication (Knockler, H.-J. et al., Synlett, 1997, 925-928).

2.7 g(i.e., 50 mmol of hydroxyls) of dextran with a weight-
average molar mass of approximately 10 kg/mol (Bachem)
are dissolved in a DMF/DMSO mixture. The mixture is
brought to 130° C. with stirring and 3.2 g (25 mmol) of ethyl
isocyanatoacetate and then 3.9 g (8 mmol) of dihexyl 2-iso-
cyanatobutanedioate are gradually introduced. After reacting
for 1 h, the medium is diluted in water and purified by diafil-
tration through a 5 kD PES membrane against 0.1N NaOH,
0.9% NaCl and water. The final solution is quantitatively
determined by dry extract, in order to determine the concen-
tration of polymer. A fraction of solution is lyophilized and
analyzed by "H NMR in D,O in order to determine the degree
of conversion of the hydroxyls to N-(sodium methylcarboxy-
late) carbamate and the degree of the functionalization of the
hydroxyls to give dihexyl aspartate carbamate.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 12]=8.2 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of conversion of the
hydroxyls to N-(sodium methylcarboxylate) carbamate is 1.1
and the degree of functionalization of the hydroxyls to give
dihexyl aspartate carbamate is 0.05.

EXAMPLE 13

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
dilaury] aspartate (Dextran 5 kDa)

Polymer 13

Dilauryl aspartate, para-toluenesulfonic acid salt, is
obtained according to the process described in the patent
(Kenji, M et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,826,818).

On twice repeating the process for the methylcarboxyla-
tion of dextran described in example 1 using a dextran with a
weight-average molecular weight of approximately 5 kg/mol
(Pharmacosmos), a sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate with a
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degree of conversion of the hydroxyls to methylcarboxylates
of 1.66 per saccharide unit is obtained. A sodium dextranm-
ethylcarboxylate modified by dilauryl aspartate is obtained
from this sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate by a process
similar to that described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 13]=10.1 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by dilauryl aspartate is 0.05.

EXAMPLE 14

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
Glutamic Acid dilauryl amide

Polymer 14

L-Glutamic acid dilauryl amide, the a-amine of which is
protected by a Fmoc, is obtained from Fmoc-L-glutamic acid
(Bachem) and dodecylamine according to the process
described in the publication (Pal, A et al., Tetrahedron, 2007,
63,7334-7348). The Fmoc group is subsequently removed by
treatment in a piperidine solution in order to obtain the
glutamic acid dilauryl amide.

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 10
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by glutamic acid dilauryl
amide is obtained by a process similar to that described in
example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 14]=15.6 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by glutamic acid dilauryl amide is 0.07.

EXAMPLE 15

Sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate Modified by
di(ethyl-2-dodecanamide)aspartamide

Polymer 15

N-(2-Aminoethyl)dodecanamide is obtained from the
methyl ester of dodecanoic acid (Sigma) and ethylenedi-
amine (Roth) according to the process described in the patent
(Weiner, N. et al., U.S. Pat. No. 2,387,201).

Diethyl-2-dodecanamide) L-aspartamide, the a-amine of
which is protected by a Fmoc, is obtained from Fmoc-L-
aspartic acid (Bachem) and N-(2-aminoethyl)dodecanamide
according to the process described in the publication (Pal, A
etal., Tetrahedron, 2007, 63, 7334-7348). The Fmoc group is
subsequently removed by treatment in a piperidine solution in
order to obtain diethyl-2-dodecanamide) aspartamide.

A sodium dextranmethylcarboxylate, synthesized accord-
ing to the process described in example 1 using a dextran with
a weight-average molecular weight of approximately 5
kg/mol (Pharmacosmos), modified by di(ethyl-2-dodecana-
mide) aspartamide is obtained by a process similar to that
described in example 1.

According to the dry extract: [polymer 15]=9.2 mg/g

According to the "H NMR: the degree of functionalization
of the acids by di(ethyl-2-dodecanamide) aspartamide is
0.05.

The invention also relates to the use of the functionalized
polysaccharides according to the invention in the preparation
of pharmaceutical compositions.

The invention also relates to a pharmaceutical composition
comprising one of the polysaccharides according to the
invention as described above and at least one active principle.

The invention also relates to a pharmaceutical composition
according to the invention as described above, wherein the
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active principle is chosen from the group consisting of pro-
teins, glycoproteins, peptides and nonpeptide therapeutic
molecules.

The term “active principle” is understood to mean a prod-
uct in the form of a single chemical entity or in the form of'a
combination having a physiological activity. Said active prin-
ciple can be exogenous, that is to say that it is introduced by
the composition according to the invention. It can also be
endogenous, for example the growth factors which will be
secreted in a wound during the first stage of healing and which
can be retained on said wound by the composition according
to the invention.

Depending on the pathologies targeted, it is intended for a
local or systemic treatment.

In the case of local and systemic releases, the methods of
administration envisaged are by the intravenous, subcutane-
ous, intradermal, transdermal, intramuscular, oral, nasal,
vaginal, ocular, buccal or pulmonary routes, and the like.

The pharmaceutical compositions according to the inven-
tion are either in the liquid form, in aqueous solution, or in the
powder, implant or film form. They additionally comprise the
conventional pharmaceutical excipients well known to a per-
son skilled in the art.

Depending on the pathologies and methods of administra-
tion, the pharmaceutical compositions can advantageously
comprise, in addition, excipients which make it possible to
formulate them in the form of a gel, sponge, injectable solu-
tion, solution to be taken orally, lyophilized tablet, and the
like.

The invention also relates to a pharmaceutical composition
according to the invention as described above, which can be
administered in the form of a stent, of a film or coating of
implantable biomaterials, or of an implant.

What is claimed is:

1. An anionic polysaccharide, of formula I, from dextrans
comprising carboxyl groups, the dextrans comprising car-
boxyl groups being obtained from neutral dextrans, hydroxyl
groups of which have been converted to carboxyl groups, and
at least one of the carboxyl groups of the dextrans is substi-
tuted by at least two hydrophobic radicals, each denoted -Hy ,
which are identical or different, and wherein any of the car-
boxyl groups of the dextrans that are substituted are substi-
tuted only by the at least two hydrophobic radicals:

Formula IT

Polysaccharide + carboxyl

|

D

n

wherein:

the polysaccharide is dextran,

the degree of conversion of the hydroxyl groups to car-
boxyl groups per saccharide unit of the dextrans is equal
to or greater than 0.15,

n, represents the degree of functionalization of the saccha-
ride units of the dextrans by —F —R -[G_-Hy_],.and n_
is from 0.01 to 0.5,
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F_is either an amide functional group or an ester functional
group,

the carboxyl groups of the dextrans that are not substituted
by the at least two hydrophobic radicals are in the form
of a salt of carboxylate with a cation,

G, is an amide functional group, an ester functional group
or a carbamate functional group resulting from the cou-
pling between a reactive functional group of a hydro-
phobic compound (Hy ') and a reactive functional group
of R, a precursor of connecting arm R,

Hy . are radicals, which are identical or different, resulting
from the coupling between a reactive functional group of
a hydrophobic compound (Hy_) and a reactive func-
tional group of R, a precursor of connecting arm R, the
radicals being chosen from (1) aradical originating from
a hydrophobic alcohol resulting from the coupling,
wherein the hydrophobic alcohol is chosen from alco-
hols composed of a saturated or unsaturated and
branched or unbranched alkyl chain comprising from 4
to 18 carbons, (2) aradical originating from a hydropho-
bic acid resulting from the coupling, wherein the hydro-
phobic acid is selected from the group consisting of
acids composed of a saturated or unsaturated and
branched or unbranched alkyl chain comprising from 6
to 50 carbons, or (3) a radical originating from a hydro-
phobic amine resulting from the coupling, wherein the
hydrophobic amine is selected from the group consisting
of amines composed of a saturated or unsaturated and
linear or branched alkyl chain comprising from 6 to 18
carbons,

R_, the connecting arm, is an at least trivalent radical cho-
sen from a radical composed of a chain comprising from
1 to 15 carbons, a radical composed of a chain compris-
ing 1 to 15 carbons which is branched and/or unsatur-
ated, a radical composed of a chain comprising 1 to 15
carbons which comprises one or more heteroatoms, and
a radical composed of a chain comprising 1 to 15 car-
bons which comprises one or more saturated, unsatur-
ated or aromatic rings or heterocycles, the radical R,
resulting from the reaction of a precursor R, having at
least three reactive functional groups, which are identi-
cal or different, chosen from the group consisting of
alcohol, acid and amine functional groups, and

r_ is an integer representing the number of hydrophobic
groups grafted to the connecting arm R, wherein r,.is an
integer of 2 or more.

2. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, which is
chosen from the group of the polysaccharides of formula I11:

Formula ITT

|Polysaccha.ride + ca.rboxyll

wherein:
the polysaccharide is dextran,
n, represents the degree of functionalization of the saccha-
ride units of the dextrans by —F —R _-[G_-Hy_],.and n_
is between 0.01 and 0.5,
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F_is either an amide functional group or an ester functional
group,

R_, the connecting arm, is an at least trivalent radical cho-
sen from a radical composed of a chain comprising from
1 to 15 carbons, a radical composed of a chain compris-
ing 1 to 15 carbons which is branched and/or unsatur-
ated, a radical composed of a chain comprising 1 to 15
carbons which comprises one or more heteroatoms, and
a radical composed of a chain comprising 1 to 15 car-
bons which comprises one or more saturated, unsatur-
ated or aromatic rings or heterocycles, the radical R,
resulting from the reaction of a precursor R, having at
least three reactive functional groups, which are identi-
cal or different, chosen from the group consisting of
alcohol, acid and amine functional groups,

G, and G_,, which are identical or different, correspond to
the definition of G,

Hy,, and Hy ., which are identical or different, correspond
to the definition of Hy .

3. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the

dextrans, before at least one of the carboxyl groups is substi-
tuted by at least two hydrophobic radicals, is of general for-

mula VIII:
Formula VIII
Polysaccharide
[
Q.
1
wherein:

the polysaccharide is dextran and L. is a bond resulting from
the coupling between a precursor of a connecting arm Q
and an —OH functional group of the dextran and is an
ester, carbamate or ether functional group,

i represents the degree of conversion of the hydroxyl
groups to L-Q sequences per saccharide unit of the
polysaccharide, and

Qs a connecting arm comprising from 1 to 18 carbons that
is optionally branched and/or unsubstituted, that com-
prises one or more heteroatoms, and that comprises at
least one carboxyl functional group —CO,H.

4. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 3, wherein the

L-Q sequence is

ol

OH

5. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
L-Q sequence is

OH
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6. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
-Hy . radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic alco-
hol resulting from the coupling between the hydroxyl func-
tional group of the hydrophobic alcohol and at least one
reactive functional group carried by the precursor R ' of the at
least trivalent radical R, and

G, is either an ester functional group or a carbamate func-

tional group.

7. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
hydrophobic alcohol is chosen from alcohols composed of a
saturated or unsaturated and branched or unbranched alkyl
chain comprising from 4 to 18 carbons.

8. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
hydrophobic alcohol is chosen from alcohols composed of a
saturated or unsaturated and branched or unbranched alkyl
chain comprising more than 18 carbons.

9. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
-Hy, radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic acid
resulting from the coupling between the carboxyl functional
group of the hydrophobic acid and at least one reactive func-
tional group carried by the precursor R, of the at least triva-
lent radical R, and

G, is either an ester functional group or an amide functional

group.

10. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 9, wherein the
hydrophobic acid is chosen from the group consisting of fatty
acids composed of a saturated or unsaturated and branched or
unbranched alkyl chain comprising from 6 to 50 carbons.

11. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
-Hy,. radical is a radical originating from a hydrophobic
amine resulting from the coupling between the amine func-
tional group of the hydrophobic amine and at least one reac-
tive functional group carried by the precursor R_' of the at
least trivalent radical R , and

G, is either an amide functional group or a carbamate

functional group.

12. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 11, wherein the
hydrophobic amine is chosen from the group consisting of
fatty amines.

13. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 11, wherein the
hydrophobic amine is chosen from the group consisting of
amines composed of a saturated or unsaturated and linear or
branched alkyl chain comprising from 6 to 18 carbons.

14. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
at least trivalent precursor R_' is chosen from amino acids
carrying two acid functional groups.

15. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
at least trivalent precursor R_' is chosen from amino acids
carrying two amine functional groups.

16. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
at least trivalent precursor R_' is chosen from amino acids
carrying an alcohol functional group.

17. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
at least trivalent precursor R ' is chosen from alcohol amines.

18. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
at least trivalent precursor R is chosen from triamines.

19. The polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
at least trivalent precursor R is chosen from diacid alcohols.

20. A pharmaceutical composition comprising the anionic
polysaccharide as claimed in claim 1 and at least one active
principle.

21. The pharmaceutical composition as claimed in claim
20, which can be administered by the oral, nasal, vaginal or
buccal route.
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22. The pharmaceutical composition as claimed in claim
20, wherein the active principle is chosen from the group
consisting of proteins, glycoproteins, peptides and nonpep-
tide therapeutic molecules.

#* #* #* #* #*
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